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TWENTY -FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS ON PUBLIC LANDS. 
To His Excellency ALEXANDER H. RICE, Govern01' of the Oommonwealth 
of Massachusetts. 
The Commissioners on Public Lands have the honor to sub-
mit their Twenty-Fifth Annual Report. 
The quantity of land belonging to the Commonwealth in 
the Back Bay territory is the same as stated in the last annual 
report of this commission; namely, about 400,000 superficial 
feet. This quantity is suhject to a deduction of about 13,000 
feet, appropriated to the use of the Institute of Technology, 
upon certain conditions, by an Act of the Legislature of 
1872, chapter 174. 
The Commissioners, for reasons which they have hereto-
fore given, have not deemed it expedient to propose for the 
consideration of Your Excellency a public sale of land during 
the past year. 
Except a partial grading of a portion of some of the streets, 
the filling of the land to the required grade has been com-
pleted. The Commissioners have not deemed it necessary 
to construct sewers in anticipation of sales of land, except 
where needed in some cases by remote purchasers. By a 
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condition of the deeds, the cost of sewerage is a charge upon 
abutting lots, to be refunded to the Commonwealth when sales 
are made. 
The cost of filling these lands, with the expenses incident 
thereto, up to the present time, amounts to $1,623,741.11. 
The proceeds of sales amount to $3,934,432.47. 
The . condition of the thoroughfare known as the Cross 
Dam, or Parker Street, is such as to require a considerable 
expenditure of money to put it in order, and render it fit for 
public travel. As this street is entirely within the limits of 
the city of Boston, and used principally for the travel and 
traffic of its citizens, and as the Commonwealth owns no land 
contiguous or very near thereto, the Commissioners would 
respectfully repeat the recommendation heretofore made by 
them, that such legislation be had in the premises as shall 
relieve the Commonwealth of its present equivocal position in 
regard to this thoroughfare. 
LAND OFFICE, STATE HOUSE,} 
October 14 1876. 
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